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Layout Lines on CZ Stamps Printed by 


the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
by Richard D. Bates, Jr. 


Prior to making the first transfers of the image to the plate 
by using the transfer die, the siderographer may enter on the 
plate a series of dots or lines to aid in correctly aligning the 
transfer process. These are known as layout dots and layout 
lines. They are generally removed by the siderographer prior 
to drawing the plate proof and certifying the plate for use in 
printing the actual stamps. 

But occasionally they are not removed, instead appearing as 
dots and lines generally between adjacent stamps on the plate. 
They are usually very faint and may easily escape notice. But 
the regularity of the pattern they create may help the observer 
spot them on large pieces. On individual stamps, they may fall 
on the perfs so they are very hard to detect. 

The plates on which layout dots can be found have been 
summarized in an article on dots published previously in CZP 
26(3):17 (1990). Layout lines are less commonly observed, 
are fainter and thus harder to detect, unless they occur in the 
selvage. In that case, they are often found in conjunction with 
the plate number. The CZ stamp with the most prominent 
layout lines is Scott 146, the Panama Railroad stamp. They 
exist between many horizontal pairs, including the top plate 
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block. An example is shown in Fig. 1. An expanded version 
is given in Fig. 2, as well as a very faint layout line and dot 
between the two copies of C23. They can be found on several 
other Wing and Globe stamps including C21, C24-6, plus the 
West Indian worker commemorative No. 146 and the later 20c 
Rousseau plate no. 165887. 
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Fig. 1 Top plate number block of No. 146 showing 
vertical layout lines 


a LE! 
Fig. 2 
Expanded view 
i of a vertical layout 
| line and a layout dot 
i on No. 146 at left, 
and on C23 at right 
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Overprinted Official Regular and Air Mail Stamps — 


Revised Quantities — New Destruction Report Found 
by Paul Ammons 


Scott and CZ Stamps list the same, now thought to be 
slightly incorrect, number of issued/sold overprinted official 
regular and air mail stamps, Scott 01-07, CO1-CO7, and 
C014. 

When CZ Stamps was published, the authors were aware 
of only three occasions when copies of Scott 01-07, CO1-CO7, 
and CO14 were destroyed: (1) the April 14, 1947 destruction of 
5,895 copies of Scott 03; (2) the November 28, 1948 destruction 
of 1,550 copies of Scott CO14; and (8) the May 1952 destruction 
of remaining unsold, unused copies of Scott 01-02, 04-07, 
CO1-CO7, and CO14. 

Dick Bates scanned a number of documents from the 
National Postal Museum’s Brett archives dealing with the 
overprinted official air mail stamps, including a report of a 
previously unknown March 14, 1949 destruction of “left-over 
straightedges, poorly centered material, and a few stuck down 
stamps” at the Balboa Commissary Incinerator witnessed by T. 
H. Scott, Inspector of Accounts, Department of Finance; and E. 
B. Oberg, Post Office Inspector, Division of Civil Affairs. 

Table 1 - Copies of official stamps destroyed in March 1949 

















Scott # Value # Destroyed Scott # Value # Destroyed 
01 1¢ 165 c014 6¢ 379 
02 3¢ 1,625 C03 15¢ 415 
05 15¢ 310 c04 20¢ 481 
06 20¢ 78 c06 40¢ 552 
07 50¢ 249 c07 $1 397 























In CZ Stamps Tables 18.4 on page 297, ‘Official Ordinaries, 
Printed, Destroyed, and Issued’ and 18.6 on page 259, 
‘Quantities Printed, Destroyed, and Issued’ slightly understate 
the number of 01-07, CO1-CO7, and CO14 stamps destroyed 
and overstate the number of those stamps issued by the same 
amount. 

Revised quantities of the overprinted official regular and 
air mail stamps are: 

Table 2 - Revised quantities of official stamps issued and destroyed 










































































Sold CTO/ | Soia Total 
Scott # Value Printed Destroyed Postally Unused Issued 
Used 

01 1¢ 91,000 3,967 59,343 27,690 87,033 
02 3¢ 40,000 6,667 27,486 5,847 33,333 
03 5¢ 25,000 5,895 19,105 0 19,105 
09 5¢ 30,000 8,361 16,250 5,389 21,639 
04 10¢ 23,000 4,224 14,212 4,564 18,776 
05 15¢ 25,500 8,922 12,225 4,353 16,578 
06 20¢ 27,500 7,314 15,948 4,238 20,186 
07 50¢ 24,500 5,574 14,993 3,933 18,926 
08 50¢ 1,000 0 1,000 0 1,000 
c01 5¢ 51,000 8,246 36,645 6,109 42,754 
C014 6¢ 40,500 7,429 27,846 5,225 33,071 
c02 10¢ 59,000 9,277 44,678 5,045 49,723 
C03 15¢ 62,500 6,017 51,547 4,936 56,483 
c04 20¢ 28,500 6,874 16,247 5,379 21,626 
C05 30¢ 25,500 3,400 17,480 4,620 22,100 
co6 40¢ 28,500 6,177 17,340 4,983 22,323 
c07 $1 33,500 4,372 24,687 4,441 29,128 
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Remembering Dick Salz 
by Russ Samuels 


“Do you have any Canal Zone?” Those were the first words I 
ever heard from Dick Salz. It was the autumn of 1969 and I was 
in my early twenties working at Gerson’s for Stamps, a small, 
and, as luck would have it, short-lived stamp shop on Sutter 
Street in San Francisco. I think I was able to show him a couple 
of mint sets of Anniversary Issues and maybe a set of CO8-12. I 
had no idea what an advanced collector he was. I do remember 
he made quite an impression, a respectable-looking middle 
aged man in a gray suit with a floppy bow tie and sporting an 
Abe Lincoln style beard! (How many of you remember this? I 
don’t think it lasted very long.) 

I told him that I had collected Canal Zone, too, as a ten 
year-old school boy, prompted by the visit to our 5"* grade class 
of the grandfather of one of my classmates. (The grandfather 
turned out to be P. Alton White, head of the dredging operation 
of the Panama Canal. He gave a great talk about the Canal 
and reminisced about meeting Queen Elizabeth on her World 
Tour when she sailed through the Canal in 1953, just a few 
years before.) Later his wife, my classmate’s grandmother, 
would send me Canal Zone stamps from time to time to start 
my collection. 

Knowing this, Dick soon invited my wife Kathy and me 
(still newly-weds) to his house on 27" Avenue in Sea Cliff, one 
of the great San Francisco neighborhoods, which overlooks 
the Golden Gate. Upon entering the hall, there on the wall 
was a huge framed engraving of Abraham Lincoln. We met 
his charming wife Maggie, a talented amateur painter, who 
prepared a wonderful dinner, the first of many we would enjoy 
over the next 30 years. We were then treated to a viewing of 
his Canal Zone collection housed in numerous Deluxe Elbe 
Albums. I had never seen so many Canal Zone stamps and 
covers in one place, let alone the rarities I had only read about 
in Scott or seen pictured in various auction catalogs. 

Over the next months we would be invited to hear Dick 
speak about Canal Zone stamps at the California Collector’s 
Club meeting at the old Richelieu Hotel and later on “volunteer” 
for the Canal Zone Study Group Mail Sale, the first task being 
assembling the Mail Sale Catalog. I remember the first time 
we did this the “old fashioned way” by going round and round 
the dining room table and collating the pages by hand! Later, 
I convinced Dick (and Maggie helped me in this, thinking of 
the wear and tear on her carpeting!) to have this done by the 
instant printer he used. This was the beginning of many happy 
years of helping with the Mail Sales which for a long time 
alternated with the late George Stilwell, who with his lovely 
wife Ginny would visit from the East Coast. Every other year 
Dick and Maggie would fly East when the Stilwells hosted. 

The years following gave us the opportunity to meet most 
of the stalwarts of the CZSG at the mailout parties and on 
other occasions, including (in no particular order and just to 
name a few) David Leeds, Irwin Gibbs, Dick Bates, Gary Weiss, 
Geoffrey Brewster, George Campbell, Mike Demski, Mike 
Beck, Brad Wilde, Ray Ericsson, and Tom Brougham. 

In the early “70’s, Dick, along with Gilbert Plass and Geoffrey 
Brewster, was at work on the Canal Zone Stamps book. Dick 
kept urging me to join the CZSG (I finally did in 1975, by which 
time I felt I belonged) as he said the book was almost finished 
and all current members would receive a free copy. It only took 
another decade! 

Over the years Dick was kind enough to offer me rides to 


out-of-town stamp shows such as PENPEX in Redwood City, 
SUNPEX in Sunnyvale and WINEPEX in San Rafael, as well 
as various shows as far away as San Jose. We often had lunch 
at Louis’, a favorite restaurant overlooking the ruins of the old 
Sutro Baths out at Land’s End. We also had many great lunches 
at a Chinese restaurant on Balboa Street, these usually with 
several local “stamp people,” including spouses. 

Dick was a generous benefactor of the arts and sciences in 
San Francisco (Fine Arts Museums, Academy of Science, San 
Francisco History Association, and Friends of the Library to 
name just a few), was a lover of books (Edward Lear was a 
favorite), and even had a small collection of bird houses made 
from state license plates! 

He was also very involved in WESTPEX, the premier 
annual San Francisco Stamp Exhibition established in 1960. 
The CZSG has had yearly meetings there since 1971 and Dick 
presided over them nearly every year. Sadly, the 2012 meeting 
was dedicated to his memory. 

Despite being thought of as a bit of a curmudgeon, Dick had 
a great sense of humor, but after his beloved Maggie passed 
away at the end of 2000, it took him quite a while to recover 
it, if only partially. By then he was in his eighties, and his own 
health began to decline. 

The summer before his death, I was with Dick in his 
stamp room, which had a magnificent view of the Golden Gate 
Bridge. He had just typed up his own obituary, which ran in 
the San Francisco Chronicle a couple of days after his passing. 
He asked me if I wanted to look at it, and I politely declined 
telling him I hoped it would not be needed for years to come 
(after all, he was then only 93)! At the memorial his children 
held for him in the family home, there on display in his old 
manual typewriter (the same machine he used for all of the 
Mail Sales) was the obituary, just as it ran in the newspaper, 
with just a blank space for the date of his death. Oddly enough, 
it made no mention of his passion for Canal Zone stamps or his 
involvement in the Canal Zone Study Group. If you knew Dick 
well, which after 43 years I think I did, it made some sense. He 
was a rather private man, and the plain facts mentioned in his 
own recap of his life showed this. 

Although Dick is no longer with us, his memory will live on 
in those of us who had the good fortune to know him and be 
inspired by his passion for Canal Zone philately. 
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The 1918 Series of Panama and Canal Zone 


Carta-Paquete or Registration Envelopes 
by David Zemer 


Rifling of Registered Mail to West Indies 


In 1916 Canal Zone postal authorities complained that they 
had a serious problem with the rifling of registered mail to the 
various islands of the West Indies. They considered the matter 
so serious that instead of sending the mail directly to the islands 
they routed it through the New York exchange office causing 
considerable delay. They were certain that the rifling did not take 
place in the Canal Zone as the dispatches were witnessed at the 
Cristobal exchange office by either the postmaster or post-office 
inspector. At the time of the report they were investigating 33 
cases of the rifling of registered mail. [1] Past reports mentioned 
the loss and rifling of registered mail but the 1916 report was the 
first that indicates that they were trying to solve the problem by 
rerouting the mail. 

There are no postal records available from Panama but we 
assume that they too had had similar problems and soon, for 
both Panama and Canal Zone, a more secure registered envelope 
was to be ordered. 


Need for Tamper-proof Registration Envelopes 


When Panama became independent from Colombia in 1903 
neither Panama nor the United States used tamper-proof 
envelopes. Both internal mail in Panama as well as external 
mail used registered non-secure envelopes to send valuables or 
money. 

When the construction of the Panama Canal by the United 
States began in 1904 most of the workers were foreign nationals, 
for the most part from the West Indies, who regularly sent 
money and valuables back home. Tamper-proof envelopes 
were used throughout the British Empire beginning in the late 
1800’s to provide greater security for the shipment of valuables 
and important documents and West Indian canal construction 
employees should have been aware of them (Fig. 1). Although 


To withdraw Contents, cut Envelope across this line, 
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Fig. 1 Barbados Specimen 
Registration Envelope, front, back 


extremely scarce, one of these coming from Ireland into the 
Canal Zone in 1906 is shown in Fig. 2, so postal authorities in the 
Canal Zone should also have been conscious of the advantages of 
this type of envelope. 

Panama was a member of the UPU and sent its own 
stationery specimens to the UPU (Fig. 3) for distribution to 





UPU members. It makes sense, although none has yet surfaced, 
that Panama received other countries’ specimens from the UPU 
including British tamper-proof envelopes. 





Fig. 2 
Dublin to 
Canal Zone, 
July 1906, 
Registration 
Envelope 





Fig. 3 
Panama Stationery, 
| UPU Specimens, 
` Courtesy Gaertner 

Auctions 





Authorization of Carta-Paquete by Panama 


The Panama and Canal Zone Carta-Paquete or Registration 
Envelopes were first put on sale in 1918. There has been little 
research published on these because of the absence of postal 
records from Panama. Leeds appears to be the only author 
to have written about these Panama envelopes in his short 
overview Panama Postal Stationery. [2, 3] Plass and Gibbs [4, 5] 
have published research on these envelopes overprinted for the 
Canal Zone with an emphasis on the English text added for the 
Canal Zone. The Gibbs Gold Medal Exhibit “1918 Canal Zone 
Registration Envelopes” is online and is strongly recommended 
for viewing by anyone interested in these covers as it shows both 
Panama and Canal Zone registration envelopes in color along 
with detailed information on them. [6] 

One small correction to the translations from Spanish text on 
these envelopes to English: it was prohibited to enclose moneda 
in these envelopes which Brid translates to “coins,” not “money” 
in Panama — so paper currency would have been allowed. 

The legal approval in the Gaceta Oficial for Carta-Paquetes 
has been found as has a new source of information, the Panama 
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Journal. [7| The latter gives us a more definite idea as to how 
many were ordered by Panama, including those used in the 
Canal Zone, when they arrived, and by which company they 
most certainly were not manufactured. 

On December 28, 1916, Panama’s Gaceta Oficial Decree # 
53 forbade the inclusion of valuable objects like gold, jewelry, 
coins, precious stones, etc., within regular or registered mail. 
The decree made it clear that such inclusion would be subject to 
forfeiture of the valuables unless they were sent by a system of 
Carta-Paquete or “Letter-Packages.” 

Furthermore, the decree required the letter-package to have 
a cover made of strong or cloth-lined paper and lacquered in 
such a way that no one would be able to open it without leaving 
evidence that the security of the letter had been violated. The 
decree further states that all shipments of this nature would be 
marked Carta-Paquete in a visible place. The cloth-lined paper 
requirement for these envelopes is similar to the registered 
envelopes in use at that time within the British Empire. 

The Panama postal system did not have any envelopes 
meeting these criteria in 1916 so it must have been left to the 
public to make their own. No unofficial Carta-Paquete envelopes 
or wrappers have been documented but since they were required 
by law in 1916 we cannot rule out the possibility that they were 
used. 

On September 4, 1918, Gaceta Oficial published Decree 
#140 which authorized the usage of inviolable, tamper-proof, 
envelopes for registration and Package-Letters based on Decree 
#58. The specifications for these envelopes are given and the 
Decree requires that incoming mail which contains money must 
also be in similar tamper-proof envelopes. The complete text of 
Decree #140, translated into English, is on page 43. 

Note in Article 6 that objects too large for these envelopes must 
be enclosed in packages that meet the requirements of Decree 
#58. If not in these types of packages then claims for valuables 
lost in the post would not be honored by the government. 
Therefore larger packages fulfilling the security requirements of 
Carta-Paquete envelopes could have been manufactured by the 
public. 

When looking for the manufacturer of these envelopes it is 
important to note that the Panama Journal did not show that 
this first order went through the ABNCo’s booking system. 


The First Overprinting of Carta-Paquete 
Envelopes by the Canal Zone 


Under the 1904 Taft Agreement, Panama was required to 
supply the Canal Zone with stamps and stationery and in turn 
received 40% of the face value from the Canal Zone Government. 
In 1918 the Executive Secretary of the Panama Canal met with 
Panama’s Secretary of Foreign Relations and discussed Decree 
#140 authorizing the use of inviolable registry envelopes in the 
Canal Zone [8] which led to a request to Panama to provide the 
Canal Zone with tamper-proof envelopes. Gibbs writes that the 
Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope, Canal Zone, had received 
9000 small (size 6) and 1000 large (size 10) of these envelopes in 
August 1918 from Panama. These envelopes were overprinted 
for use in Canal Zone and uprated from 5 cents, the registry fee 
in Panama, to the registry fee in the Canal Zone of 10 cents. 


The Second Overprinting of Carta-Paquete 
Envelopes by the Canal Zone 


These tamper-proof envelopes must have been popular in 
the Canal Zone as they (no date known) ordered additional ones 





from Panama for overprinting and soon received 16,000 small 
and 9000 large envelopes. The surcharging for the second order 
was again done at Mount Hope but a new plate was used and the 
spacing between CANAL and ZONE is 9.3 mm. Plass states that 
the difference in spacing between CANAL and ZONE, 8.0 mm on 
the first order, and the second is great enough to be noticeable 
to the naked eye. Today the first printing is designated UF1 in 
Scott and the second printing UF 1a (Fig. 4). 


Fig. 4 Canal Zone Registration 
Envelope to Jamaica, 1919, 9.3 mm 
spacing, front and back 





These two Mount Hope printings with Canal Zone overprints 
were from the first shipment of the envelopes to Panama and 
therefore the underlying Spanish text and layout are the same 
for both Canal Zone and Panama envelopes. 


The Second Order of Carta-Paquete Envelopes 


The problem of rifling of mail was again described on page 
248 of The Governor's Report for 1919: 645 duplicates of lost or 
stolen money orders were made and 200 cases of the loss, rifling, 
or non-delivery of registered mail took place. Perhaps to the 
chagrin of the Canal Zone postal service one of their employees 
was arrested and convicted of the rifling of mail, fined $25, and 
sentenced to six months in the penitentiary. 

This increase of incidents involving registered mail might 
have been the reason that the Canal Zone ordered 25,000 of the 
small size and 10,000 of the larger size registration envelopes 
from Panama in November 1919. In this order, according to 
Plass, they specifically asked that the overprinting for Canal 
Zone be done by the American Bank Note Company. 

The Panama Journal shows an order of “85,000 registry 
envelopes (2 sizes)” in January 1920 which matches the number 
of envelopes ordered by the Canal Zone. The Canal Zone order 
was received by the Canal Zone from Panama on December 8, 
1920. 

Even though Canal Zone postal authorities reported that 
540 duplicates of lost or stolen money orders were issued and 
that there were 300 cases of loss, rifling, or non-delivery of 
registered, insured, or C.O.D. mail in 1920, [9] the Canal Zone 
postal authorities came to the conclusion that these tamper- 
proof envelopes had not reduced loss. The entire shipment was 
returned to Panama in April 1921. Because the envelopes were 
not issued by the Canal Zone they did not pay Panama the costs 
for production and shipment. 

Panama overprinted the words CANAL ZONE, 10 (cents), 
and DIEZ CENTESIMOS with a solid black marking and 
printed 5 (centesimos) on the envelopes so that they could be 
used in Panama (Fig. 5). These used envelopes are very scarce 
and postmarked 1924 through 1926. 
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Fig. 5 Above Rejected Short 
Registration Envelope, Almirante to 
USA, 1924 front, back 


Below 
Rejected Long Registration Envelope, 
Colon to Germany 1925 front, back 





1920 - The Third Order of Carta-Paquete Envelopes 


In November 1920 the Panama Journal logs an order for 
“50,000 Registry Envelopes,” the last documented order of this 
type of envelope. 

With the large order of 50,000 from November 1920, Panama 
seemed to have had an adequate supply of registration envelopes 
as they waited until 1924 to issue the blocked out envelopes. 

The last usage reported for Carta-Paquete envelopes, both for 
the normal ones as well as the rejected ones, was mid-1926. 


Other Published References for 
Carta-Paquete Envelopes 


Plass and Gibbs used the figures from the Dale-Schay 
papers which are probably correct with respect to the numbers 
overprinted for the Canal Zone. However, besides the Panama 
Journal, there are several other contemporary sources which 
referred to these envelopes. 

In November 1918, J.P. Coveleski sent Mekeel’s Weekly one 
short and one long registration envelope, each of which was 





Fig. 6 The Unique Registration 
Envelope with Black Instructions 
Missing on Front 











overprinted CANAL ZONE. He also stated that 15,000 of each 
size were issued. Besides the addition of the CANAL ZONE 
overprint he wrote that the rating was doubled from 5 cents to 10 
cents to comply with Canal Zone registration rates. This appears 
to have been the first time that these registration covers were 
mentioned in the philatelic press [10]. 

A few years later Heydon wrote that 35,000 of each size 
were issued by Panama in 1918 and that he was unaware of 
any reorders. He assigned the catalogue number 771 to the short 
cover and 772 to the long cover [11]. 

Higgins & Gage, the major reference for postal stationery, 
assigned the short Panama registration envelopes a catalogue 
designator of C1 and the long envelopes Cla. It also lists the 
only major error known, the unique short envelope with all the 
black instructions on the front omitted, as Clb (Fig. 6). Higgins 
& Gage gives the issue date of these envelopes as 1922 which 
is incorrect. Today the UPSS assigns RE1b to a short envelope 
which has the black Spanish printing doubled. Because it was 
overprinted for the Canal Zone it is generally considered to be a 
Canal Zone envelope [12]. 

Higgins & Gage lists the correct issue date for the envelopes 
rejected by the Canal Zone as 1924 and assigned the short cover 
the catalogue designator C2 and the long envelope C2a. 


Carta-Paquete Envelopes - Who Made Them? 


In 1990 much of the American Bank Note Company [13] 
archives were sold at auction. Since then additional philatelic 
materials from these archives have been offered for sale by various 
auction houses and individuals. Virtually all of the Panama and 
Canal Zone ABNCo stationery, overprinted SPECIMEN, with 
the exception of these Carta-Paquete envelopes, has been offered 
for sale. This leads us to believe that the ABNCo, as Towle has 
shown [14], had another company make them. 

When the Canal Zone asked that the second batch of 35,000 
envelopes be overprinted by the ABNCo, it appears that the same 
subcontractor manufactured them and then shipped them to the 
ABNCo, which perhaps added the overprint. For the third batch 
of 50,000 it would appear that again the subcontractor made the 
envelopes and sent them to the ABNCo where they were entered 
into the Panama Journal and reshipped to Panama. 


Future Research and Request for Information 


Carta-Paquete envelopes only had the registry rate printed 
on them so they had to have stamps applied and they quite 
often were addressed to foreign countries. These stamps and 
destinations have made the envelopes very popular with collectors 
but we still are not sure of the quantities printed for each 
envelope size for Panama although we do have reliable amounts 
for those overprinted for the Canal Zone. We also do not have a 
reliable census of Carta-Paquete envelopes that have survived. 
The envelopes overprinted for the Canal Zone, including those 
rejected with the Canal Zone particulars blocked out, are quite 
scarce and there is a strong demand for these by both Panama 
and Canal Zone Collectors. 

About 100 Carta-Paquete envelopes are in the Zemer 
collection, most of which are Panama (without the Canal Zone 
overprint) plus scans of others, and they will be the preliminary 
examples examined to organize a classification system. 

It is known that there were two separate orders by Panama 
and, looking for differences between these two printings with 
cancellation dates before and after the ABNCo Panama Journal 
date for the second order of November 1920 is worthwhile. 
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Last but not least a project has been started to identify 
differences in the print on the covers. 

One finding is that there are what appear to be several 
consistent breaks in the text as well as changes to indicia. 
Hopefully this project will let us determine if these are plate 
characteristics, rework on the plates, or breaks in the plates. 
Therefore volunteers are sought to form a Carta-Paquete Study 
Group. Please contact the author if you wish to contribute or join. 

A good start to this project will be to obtain scans of both 
sides of all Carta-Paquete envelopes, both with and without 
Canal Zone overprints, preferably in 200 dpi jpeg format. Scans 
or photocopies from auction catalogues are also welcome. If you 
are able to contribute, please respond by email to the author at 
sosahill@hotmail.com, or by mail to P.O. Box 654, Skoeyen, NO- 
0214 Oslo, Norway. 
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Decree Number 140 of September 4, 1918 
Translated from Spanish by Federico Brid 


By which it authorizes the use of certain envelopes in the 
National Postal system for registered mail and package letter 
mail. This is an addition to Decree No. 53 of 31 December 
1916. [1] 

The first designee in-charge of the Executive Power 


DECREES 


Article 1: It is authorized as part of the postal species the 
use of tamper proof envelopes of the following dimensions: 3% x 
6% and 4 x 9% inches in cream colour. 

The covers will have printed on the front, which is the closing 
end of the envelope, the words RECOMENDADO-REPUBLICA 
DE PANAMA-CINCO CENTESIMOS (5) in black, and an “R” 
in red. On the left top front corner there will be the letter “R” 
within a circle. Red lines will cross the covers horizontally and 
vertically on both sides and there will be a broad red line on 
the end of the closing side of the cover. There will be a space for 
the address on the front of the cover and instructions for the 
registration service on the reverse. 

Article 2. The value of the tamper proof envelopes will be 
B/. 0.05 which represents the registration fee and to this will be 
added regular stamps to pay for the ordinary postage according 
to the weight of the cover. 

Article 3. The use of these tamper proof envelopes is 
obligatory for all registered mail and package letters in which 
any type of objects of value are introduced. 

Article 4. The introduction of paper currency in the regular 
mail is forbidden. 

Article 5. Paper currency found in the regular mail will 
be confiscated by the receiving office according to what is 
stipulated in Article 2 of Decree No. 53 of 23 December 1916.[2] 

Article 6. The Government does not recognize claims for 
the loss of any types of valuables that are not inserted in these 


types of envelopes. If the size (of the valuables) is too large 
for these types of envelopes, then they should be mailed inside 
package letters as described by Article 7 of Decree No. 53 of 23 
December 1916. 

Article 7. Claims of loss using these types of envelopes 
or package letters will be for the real value of the objects lost. 
Such claims will not be in excess of 5 Balboas which is what 
the law designates as the maximum value of the claim for local 
service and 50 Francs for international service. 

Article 8. Shipments from abroad containing bank 
currency or other paper values must be shipped in strong 
tamper proof envelopes and be registered. 

Article 9. Shipments of this nature that come from abroad 
and do not comply with the requirements of this decree and 
those of Decree No. 53 of 23 December 1916 will be treated 
according to what is written in Articles 5 and 6 of this decree. 

Article 10. A 5% discount of the face value of these 
envelopes will be granted to authorized distributors. 

Let it be communicated and published. 

Given in Panama on the 4th day of September of one 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen. 


CIRO L. URRIOLA 


The secretary of Government and Justice in charge of the 
Department of Development, 


Juan B. Sosa. 


Footnotes 

[1] Decree No. 53 forbids the insertion of gold, silver, jewelry, precious stones, coins 
or other valuable objects in the regular or registered mail. All those objects can 
only be introduced in the so-called “package letters.” The package letters had to be 
accompanied by a custom declaration form describing its contents and value. Package 
letters paid the regular postage fee + registration fee. They had to be clearly marked 
as “PACKAGE LETTERS” and had to be covered with thick strong paper or cloth and 
lacquered in such a manner that a violation was noticed if they were opened. 


[2] The paper currency was to be confiscated by the receiving postal station and 
forwarded to the sending postal agent. The postal agent in turn gave the confiscated 
currency to the Treasury General to be sold in a public auction on behalf of the 
National Treasury. 
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Three Cheers for the Muleskinner! 
by Jeanne Stough 


I recently won in an auction 50 covers with Canal Zone 
stamps (U.S. Lincoln and Washington 3c, Scott Nos. 85, 98, 
102, 115). Lo and behold, every cover (see for example Fig. 
1) contained a letter written by a PFC stationed at Ft. Davis, 
CZ, to his brother in Rochester, PA! The brother was a stamp 
collector, so many of the stamps are missing from the covers, 
but the letters are a treasure trove of information about life for 
a PFC in the Canal Zone in the 1930s. This was the time of 
the Depression in the States, and the PFC was sending money 
home from his $17/month salary. He served in the Army as 
a muleskinner, and the letters detail his activities moving in 
the jungle with his mule and reaching locales familiar to CZSG 
members, such as Rio Hato in the Republic of Panama. The 
letters also reflect on life during the Depression, including his 
concerns about the employment opportunities stateside. 

Editor: Excerpts, liberally edited, from the correspondence 
follow. The edited article benefited significantly from the efforts 
of Ruthann Bates. Those interested in a complete copy of the 
letters should contact Jean and would be expected to cover the 
cost of copying and mailing. 


Ft. Davis, Nov. 18, 1932 

Arrived safe and sound this morning. Was assigned to 
quarters today. I'll be pushing mules...boy! I don’t mind horses 
but the mules take the cake. 


Ft. Davis, Dec. 8, 1982 
Is Papa working full time yet? I suppose it will take a long 
time for things to pick up. The ground around here is swampy. 
The deadly coral snake is everywhere. We are in old French 
barracks built around 1884. 


ai 





Fig. 1 Sample cover from correspondence 
on which this article is based 


Ft. Davis, Dec. 25, 1982 

Hope you are all well at home and enjoying Christmas...we 
have no snow but plenty of rain. It’s always wet here. We went 
out on maneuvers in the jungle. It rained pretty hard most 
of the time we were out, soaking us to the skin. The medical 
officers gave us two tablets of quinine to guard us from malaria 
and other diseases. Even the old mules get balky at times, 
causing us no end to the troubles. I think Pll go to Cristobal 
tomorrow to go through Old Ironsides as she is there. 


Ft. Clayton, Mar. 8, 1983 
We were in the field during the past month...on a 250-mile 
hike. Our destination was the region around Rio Hato in the 











Republic of Panama. We packed everything on mule back. 
Some of us had to walk, leading the mules. We passed few 
native villages. They were just as the old Spanish settlements, 
mud adobe huts, usually of one room. Some roofs were made of 
grass. We’d hike for miles without seeing a person. 

We left Gatun on February 13, loaded up our railroad cars 
and rode as far as Pedro Miguel and unloaded, crossed the 
locks, and followed an old road, and camped at a place that used 
to be Empire. It is no longer an Army camp, everything is torn 
down. Only the foundation of the stables remains, and water 
troughs for the horses. The tall jungle grass and trees overrun 
the place. 


Ft. Davis, Apr. 28, 1983 

I go swimming on Sundays. We have a small pool on this 
post but I do not go there. There is a tidal stream where the 
Miraflores lake throws some of its water, and the water flows 
through this stream to the ocean. Alligators live in these waters. 
There is a good place down here so a few of us go swimming 
here. It’s pretty deep when the tide is in. We lie around and 
sun ourselves waiting for the tide to come in. Some say sharks 
are in here but I doubt it as we are a good mile above the outlet 
to the sea, and it is shallow in places. 

Here is a picture of me and my pet riding mule (Fig. 2). The 
picture was taken out in the jungle where we stopped and let 
the mules graze. I always take the bit out of her mouth so she 
can eat grass too. 


Fig. 2 
Muleskinner and 
his Mule 


Ft. Davis, May 1, 1933 

The rainy season is here and the malaria mosquitoes 
are flying around. Only the smaller yellow anopheles are 
dangerous. One bite is enough to infect with malaria. Hereisa 
picture of one of the saloons at Colon (Fig. 3). It is well stocked 
and no red tape to get what we want. 


Ft. Davis, May 8, 1988 

I got some stamps for your collection. When I go to Colon, 
write and let me know if you have all the South American 
countries, as I may be able to pick up some here. 


July 1, 1983 

Well Max Baer is better than Schmeling... 

Probably things are getting better in the larger cities, so in 
a way the fellows are doing right. There ought to be more work 
in and around the breweries. Someone is bound to have a job. 
I guess the railroads are doing better now as most of the trade 
is carried through them. 
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Fig. 3 Bottles lining wall in a saloon in Colon 


July 14, 1933 

Well, we are to move into our new modern concrete 
barracks at Ft. Clayton at the Pacific sector. We'll get some 
new equipment, maybe the outfit will be motorized. There’s 
a pickup of Canal traffic now. When I came here, the Canal 
didn’t handle so many boats. Now you even see old tramp 
steamers coming through the locks. We also man the anti- 
aircraft guns protecting the Canal. I work on the altitude and 
range corrector; this is a delicate instrument, costing around 
$6000. We take readings and transit them to the gun crews. 
Maybe if you ever get through here you will see the anti-aircraft 
guns on the golf courses which we handle. 


July 22, 1983 

Now that the World’s Fair is on I hope you can get to see it. 
If work ever does pick up I suppose the wages will be cheap. 
The Canal department handles more traffic now. My transfer 
to the air corps was again disproved so I'll stay here and be a 
muleskinner. 


October 28, 1988 

The abandonment of all these posts is all paper talk. They 
may do away with a few, but these old fat Generals will get 
the Secretary of War to keep their easy jobs. An Officer’s life 
is a snap. Congress tries to pass a bill to reduce the number 
of Army posts, but somehow it gets side tracked. We were at 
Camp Gatun, a camp outside of Ft. Davis. Gatun is abandoned 
but not Ft. Davis. 

They won’t let us on the locks unless we shine up and wear 
blouses. It’s too warm to go around in blouses and most of the 
fellows don’t like to shine, so we keep away. Ft. San Lorenzo 
is on the Atlantic side. While there is no highway across the 
Isthmus, several old trails constructed during the Spanish 
occupation lead to the old fort and Porto Bello. 


Jan. 19, 1934 

I am glad you got some work with CWA. So you call it the 
chain gang, but 30 hours a week at 50c per hour is not to be 
sneezed at nowadays. 


Ft. Clayton, November 9, 1934 

I am one of the lucky ones to leave this battery. I'll groom 
my mule for the last time tomorrow morning. She doesn’t 
kick me when I groom her but she will kick and bite some who 
groom her when I’m on guard or absent. She is a smart mule 
and follows me around like a pet. She’s as sure-footed as a 
mountain goat. She was as wild as a deer when I first got her 
and now she'll go anywhere for me without bucking. 


Scott 2013 Specialized 


Catalogue of United States Stamps 
by Jim Crumpacker 


There were quite a few price increases in the new 2013 
Scott versus 2012. Unfortunately, the vast bulk of these arose 
because the catalog editors raised the minimum price for a 
stamp from 20 cents to 25 cents. 

The few real changes were auction-driven but it was a slow 
year for auctions; only about 10 big dollar catalog items were 
up or down. 

Minor moves: the NH values for nearly all of Scott 01-09 
went up. Also, the Scott editors issue clarifications from time 
to time: one such this year involves a notice before the photos 
of Nos 105-114 giving information on dull gum for that set and 
other dull gum issues. 

Shown below are examples of some of the adjustments. 


Scott No. 2012 2013 
32d, double ovp’t., used $7000.00 $6000.00 
46, single on postcard not listed 175.00 
46b, double overprint, OG 350.00 250.00 
48, pair on cover not listed 2250.00 
67, pair on cover not listed 750.00 
94, OG NH 350.00 375.00 
J10, on cover 110.00 350.00 
07, OG, NH 52.50 57.50 
UX5, mint entire 1050.00 1250.00 


An excellent job was once again turned in by the editors 
and staff at Scott Publishing. 





Winners 


At the National Topical Stamp Show 2012 held in Lancaster, 
PA, Ray Ireson’s exhibit “The Panama Canal Story” won both a 
gold and the Grand Award. 

Ray’s exhibit had been upgraded from the version that 
has previously been distributed on CD to CZSG members by 
including, for example, a copy of Scott No. 157a, the missing 
bridge error on the Thatcher Ferry Bridge stamp. 

Dickson Preston’s exhibit “Canal Zone Postal Issues 
and Postal Rates 1928-1958” received a vermeil award at 
ChicagoPex in November 2012. 

A regional show, Thamespex 2012 in October in Waterford, 
CT, is noteworthy for having three Canal Zone exhibits: Bob 
Karrer’s “Old Ironsides Visits the Panama Canal (1932-34),” 
and two exhibits by Alan Bentz, “Canal Zone Seapost and 
Paqubot Covers” and “US 856 25 Anniversary of Panama 
Canal Opening.” 


Editor’s Notes 


Missing from the last issue was the acknowledgement of 
the support of Jim O’Donnell of the Smithsonian’s National 
Postal Museum in providing the scan of the plate proof of 
No. 106 in the article “Misplaced Entries on Scott No. 106.” 


The article by Dickson Preston on the Prize Court covers 
to French Morrocco referred to in the last issue will appear 
in the 1* Q 2013 due to space limitations in this issue. 

The Treasurer’s report will appear in the next issue of 
the CZP. 
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Study Group News 


President’s Report 
David Zemer 
P.O. Box 654 Skoeyen, NO-0214 Oslo, Norway 
sosahill@hotmail.com 


Canal Zone Stamps Checklist Now Being Updated 


Our Secretary, Mike Drabik, reminded me that at the 2011 
NOJEX meeting it had been suggested we needed “to build 
upon and continue the work started by Jim Crumpacker to 
revise and update the Canal Zone stamp check list and publish 
this as a new handbook for CZSG members.” This was put forth 
as a motion and was voted in favor by all members present. 

After Canal Zone Stamps was published in 1986 many 
additions and corrections to this Check List have been 
documented, for the most part in our Philatelist, plus exciting 
discoveries have been made after the American Bank Note 
Company archives were sold in 1990 and, more recently, the 
Smithsonian files became available for research. 

We did not have the original List in digital format so we 
scanned the 24 pages and used Optical Character Recognition 
(OCR) software and created a digital list in MS-Word. Tom 
Brougham has cleaned up the original scan and he has now 
added it to our website in a very nice format that is easy to read 
and print out. 

We are forming a committee to revise this check list and we 
are asking for volunteers. If there is a particular stamp or issue 
that you are interested in or if you would prefer to help edit or 
vet this work in progress, please contact me or our Editor. 


Canal Zone Philatelist Cumulative Index 


Our CZP Cumulative Index was last revised in 2006 and we 
would like to update it through 2012. This too is an important 
task and we would like to have one of our members volunteer to 
take it on. We have the original Index in digital format, which 
will make it easier to append page numbers to listings as well 
as add new topics. 

If you have been looking for a chance to get involved in our 
Group now is the time. Please contact me or our Editor for 
more information. 


CZSG Meeting at CHICAGOPEX 2012 


John Smith set up a meeting room for our meeting at 
CHICAGOPEX November 17th and it was attended by John, 
Dickson Preston, and David Zemer. 

“Latin American Fiesta Filatelica” was the theme of 
CHICAGOPEX. Preston’s exhibit “Canal Zone Postal Issues 
and Postal Rates 1928-1958” was awarded a vermeil. Towards 
the end of our meeting Jack Yao dropped in and asked about 
Canal Zone International Reply coupons. He has been collecting 
these for many years and was able to show us many examples 
from around the world but none from the Canal Zone. After the 
show I sent him a copy of David Leeds’ article on International 
Reply Coupons, CZP 30(1):4(1994), and asked several of our 
members if they had any from the Canal Zone. So far it appears 
that none is known to have originated from the Canal Zone 
and very few were redeemed in the Canal Zone and saved by 
collectors. If you know of any Coupons that originated in the 
Canal Zone please contact me and I will pass on your name and 
address to Jack. David Zemer 


Secretary’s Report 
Mike Drabik 
P.O. Box 281, Bolton MA 01740-0281 
czsgsecretary@gmail.com 


Season’s Greetings to all my fellow members of the Canal 
Zone Study Group. 

Tve made a full recovery from surgery to replace my right 
knee so I'm fit, ready, and looking forward to serving as your 
CZSG Secretary for a second year. 

In this coming year I'd like to encourage everyone to think 
about and submit any ideas or suggestions that can be used 
to improve the CZSG and attract new members to support 
our organization. Speaking of support, by the time you read 
this report, I will have mailed out the 2013 CZSG annual 
dues requests. I'll take this opportunity to thank everyone in 
advance for your decision and generous support of the CZSG. 

CZSG Membership: As of this report date there are 
526 total members of the Canal Zone Study Group who are 
current in payment of their dues through the end of 2012 and 
in some cases for a year or more in advance! 


Please join me in welcoming our newest members: 
John Bolton, CZSG #2670, 
Jerry Eller, CZSG #2671, 
Robert Murrin, CZSG #2672 
Terry Hinds, CZSG #2673, and 
Bruce Branson, CZSG #2674 

We have been notified of changes of addresses for 
the following CZSG members: Armand Johnson, Jr., 
CZSG #192 and James Kloetzel, CZSG #2054. 

I wish everyone a most wonderful Holiday Season and a 
great New Year. Let’s all make a resolution to promote our 
Canal Zone Study Group and add new members to grow our 
organization in 2013! 


Meeting at StampShow 2012 
in Sacramento 


A small but very lively meeting of CZSG members was 
held Sunday, August 19, at StampShow 2012 in Sacramento, 
California. In attendance were members Dick Bates, Tom 
Brougham, Larry Fillion, Irwin Gibbs, Charles J. OBrien, 
Larry Weinstock, and Gary Weiss. 

Philatelist Editor Bates reported on several developing 
topics for future newsletters and on his ongoing work at the 
National Postal Museum. A report by Tom Brougham on the 
Earliest Known Use (EKU) project led to a discussion of the 
challenges of listing and pricing new items in the Scott catalog. 
The EKU results so far (posted on the CZSG web site) show 
some promise of leading to additional FDC listings in Scott and 
in the CZSG Check List. 

Throughout the meeting’s many discussions, the impact of 
the Brett material was frequently mentioned. 

Members Fillion and O’Brien talked about their plans 
for specific CZ exhibits and sought suggestions for sources 
of material. The show-and-tell section brought forth a lot 
of interesting material for discussion from many members, 
including Gary Weiss’ so-far unique CZ coil paste-up pair. 

A good number of CZ covers changed hands at the end of the 
meeting, most of them deriving from the Brett holdings. 

Tom Brougham 
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Auctions 
by Jim Crumpacker 


Don’t blink! If you do you'll miss this short report covering 
what little happened in the CZ auction market during the third 
calendar quarter, July 1-Sept. 30, 2012. The better material 
just is not being sold. The few changes in the latest Scott values 
confirm this; see the separate report in this issue. 

The entire sale price of hammer plus commission is given 
below first and is followed in parentheses by the catalog value 
from the 2012 Scott Catalogue. 


10a, inverted overprint, OG, H, VF $188 ($225) 
RegencySuperior 

39e, inverted center, overprint reading down, dist. OG, 
H, VF $196 ($650) Harmer-Schau 

71b, ZONE inverted, OG, H, F nat. SE, in bl. of 6 w/ 5 
normals $382 ($356) RegencySuperior 

97b, booklet pane of 6, OG, H, VG-F $168 ($500) Spink 


The full names of the auction houses offering these lots are: 


Harmer-Schau Auction Galleries, Inc. 
1333 N. McDowell Blvd., Suite B 
Petaluma, CA 94954 


RegencySuperior 
PO Box 8277 
St. Louis, MO 63156 


Spink USA 
3100 Monticello Ave., Suite 925 
Dallas, TX 75205 


A Brief Report on the 2011-12 


Mail Sale 
by Richard D. Bates, Jr. 


The 37th CZSG Mail Sale closed on March 18, 2012. A 
total of 932 lots were offered from material which had been 
submitted by 23 CZSG members, including the heirs of two 
deceased members. The total catalog and estimate value for all 
lots was $130,621. 

There were 109 bidders. Of these, 100 were successful on 
one or more lots. The 673 lots which sold had a total catalog 
and estimated value of $90,330, and sold for $59,319. 

This Mail Sale made a profit for the CZSG of over $2,500. 

The full catalog with illustrations and prices realized is 
posted on the CZSG website at www.czsg.org. All other past 
Mail Sale catalogs and prices realized are also posted. 


WANTED 


Stages I, II, III, & IV 
CZSG Nos. 12.Aa, 12.Ab, 12.Ba, 
12.Bb, 12.C, 12.D, 12.Ea, & 12.Eb 


Stages II & III 
CZSG Nos. 13.B, 13.C, & 13.D 


Sheets and Blocks ¢ Unused & Used Approvals accepted 
If you don’t know CZSG No., I am happy to examine any item. 


Geoffrey Brewster 480-607-7184 
6453 E STALLION RD. ¢ PARADISE VALLEY AZ 85253 


#12 


#13 
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New Earliest Date for U9 
by Tom Brougham 


The earliest date for U9 has been pushed back by three 
days to October 7, 1924. Two covers from the Brett material, 
both from R. S. Carter, were mailed on that date. One cover 
was addressed to Frank E. Greene in Detroit and still contains 
the original correspondence. The other cover was addressed to 
Carter’s parents in Columbus, Ohio. 

The letter to Greene reads in part: “You will see by the 
envelope that I am using that we are still having “innovations” 
if not improvements down here. I send this via airmail so it will 
reach you quickly. Perhaps Gossip would like to note the new 
2-cent envelope. We expect the 1-cent envelope soon, for it is as 
much needed as the 2.” 

Carter does not claim that his use was the first day. In 
other similar correspondence to Greene he does occasionally 
claim first day use -- not always accurately. 

Further in the letter he wrote: “Probably the reason for the 
new issue is that the gum on the U.S. surcharged envelopes 
[U6 and U7] stick (you know how) here in the tropics. Any one 
collecting U.S. surcharged envelopes would do well to secure a 
supply, as they were used only since the first of last July, and 
the old Panama 2-cent envelopes ran concurrently with them 
up to the 31st day of August, leaving exclusive use of the U.S. 
surcharged 2-cent for only the month of September.” 

Although Carter did not say it explicitly, this could indicate 
that U9 was issued even closer to October 1 than the date on 
these two covers. 

The two covers are also the earliest examples I have seen of 
Canal Zone mail getting airmail service in the U.S. Beginning 
July 10, 1924, Canal Zone mail with 6 cents additional postage 
above the 2 cents for surface carriage from the Zone to the U.S. 
was entitled to airmail service in the U.S. These covers went 
by ship from the Zone to New Orleans where they received 
backstamps of “Oct 13/ 11:30 AM.” Both received “Oct 14/ 
2PM” backstamps in Chicago, which indicated that airmail 
service was actually received. 

All the Canal Zone airmail-in-the-US examples I’ve seen 
from 1924 through 1926 bear at least 8 cents additional postage, 
the full amount of the domestic airmail rate in the U.S., plus 
the 2-cents surface postage. This is a 2-cent overpayment. 
It appears that even savvy CZ mailers of the day such as R. 
S. Carter thought their air mail required both the 2-cents of 
surface postage and the full 8-cents of U.S. air mail. Since we 
have no rate CZ cards from the period about this partial airmail 
service, we do not yet know whether the mistake was due to 
a general CZ post office mistake or merely to the individual 
patrons whose mail has survived. 
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Fig. 1 U9 cover with newly reported earliest date 





Toro Point - One More Time 
by Mike Demski 


Several covers, both commercial and official, show Toro 
Point as the return address. Entwistle states “The post office 
was first officially designated as Station “B” Cristobal.... has 
the post office name as Toro Point, aname never used officially.” 

Trecently acquired the cover in Fig. 1. It is an official business 
envelope addressed to the Examiner of Accounts, Empire, C.Z. 
It has a cancel from Cristobal Sta. B. What makes the cover 
even more interesting is the return address TORO POINT, 
Postmaster. This is the first official envelope I have seen 
from the Post Office using Toro Point as the return address, 
according to Entwistle a name never used officially. It would 
seem that the Postmaster was unaware of the use of the name 
Toro Point on official correspondence. Has anyone seen other 
official envelopes or correspondence used by the postmaster 
with Toro Point as the post office designation? 





Fig. 1 Cover with Cristobal Sta. B postmark and 
Toro Point, Postmaster return address 





Designed but Not as Issued 
by Richard D. Bates, Jr. 


The archives at the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Postal Mueum include design materials for many issues of the 
Canal Zone, especially those that appeared in 1939 or later. 
But not all of these items that came from the files of the Canal 
Zone Postal Service were for designs that were actually as 
issued. An example shown in the accompanying figure is a 16c 
version of the stamp designed by Al Sprague depicting a towing 
locomotive, also known as a mule, and a ship in a lock of the 
Canal. It was subsequently issued in a 15c denomination as 
the final new stamp from the Canal Zone on October 25, 1978. 


CANAL ZONG ; Fig. 1 Essay for 16c version 


of stamp subsequently issued 
as Scott No. 165 


Image courtesy of Jim O’Donnell 
and the National Postal Museum 


U.S. MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY CD 


A U.S. military postal history of the Army in the Panama 
Canal Zone from 1910-1947. Fourteen 

chapters fully illustrated and a strong 

bibliography on a CD in PDF for $20 


postpaid. $2 from each sale will go to 
the CZSG and $2 to the ICC. Contact: 
Wayne Worthington 
Box 2878 
Springfield, VA 22152 
waynew@erols.com 
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